M8uU ESI

INDEX

I 11 & o To (3T o] o USSR P TP PRURPRPRRPRPN 2
KBY FRATUIES ...ttt ettt e bt e et e e st e e ab et e na b e e e nbb e e e bb e e e bneeenbneeenes 2

2. DESCrIPtioN OF MBU .........ooiiiiiiiei ettt e st e et e s reeste et e ssaenaeeneenneas 3
FRONE PANEI ...t bbb bbb b e ne e 3

3. SYSTEM REQUITEMIENTS .....eeiiiiieitieie ettt e ste e te e e et e e te e e ssaesteestesseesseesaesreesteeneessaenneeneennens 5
OSSR SSPRSPR 5
IVIBIC .ttt e e b e e e e e eR e e e R b e e Rb e e be e e e nre e 5}

i a1 =1L - U o] o [T 6
Hardware INSTAIIAtION ...........ooiiiee e 6
Driver Installation under WINAOWS XP ........cccoiiiiiiiiiiiieiene st 6
Driver Installation UNder IMAC OS X ......ooiiiiiiiiieiieeee et e 8
Exclusive driver Installation under Windows ME, 2000 0F XP..........cccceiiiineninenineseeeenienes 8

T Y o] o1 1T U o] IS T=] (U o PSSR 12
USSP 12
CUDASE SX ..ttt ettt bbbt b e n bRt bt R e e Rt R et e R e b e et nre e Eeenbenneenne e 12

L] T T 100 [ TSRS 13
REASON ...t r e e n e nr e anes 13
AST0] T PP R UP PP PPOPRPRP 14

Y T T PU P PUPPTOPRTPPPRPPRS 14
CUDBSE SX ..ttt bbbt b et b e bbbt bt bRt n et bbb bt n et 14

AN TUT=] o (o PR 16
0o SR 17
REASON ...ttt bR e b e e e nn e 17
END USER WARRANTY oottt sttt sttt sa bt nne e ene e 18

v2 November 2005

* All specifications are subject to change without prior notice.
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1. Introduction
Thank you for choosing ESI M8U.

The M8U is a convenient 8 in 8 out, 128 channels USB MIDI Interface for PC and Mac computers,
offering maximum MIDI connectivity.

MB8U can even act as a stand-alone MIDI patch bay when it is not connected to a computer and
offers various MIDI Thru functions.

With ESI’s hardware based MIDI timing technology, M8U guarantees that your music will play
back exactly the way you played it.

MB8U supports Plug-n-Play for easy installation.
Key Features

- 8in 8 out MIDI (128 MIDI channels)

- perfect MIDI timing

. MIDI activity indicators for each port

. USB-powered; requires no external power supply (if you use a Notebook or USB hub, you may
need an external power power supply, depending on the situation)

- high-speed connection to USB-equipped PC or Apple computers

. several thru functions

.- when disconnected from the PC, the unit operates as a stand-alone MIDI patch bay
. professional 19”single height rack mount

. optimized for Windows XP and Mac OS X, special drivers for Windows ME, 2000 and XP
available
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2. Description of M8U
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1. Power LED

2. USB/THRU switch
This is where you select USB mode or three kind of MIDI Thru mode(*).

USB mode: When you select this mode, M8U will be working as a basic MIDI interface. It’s the
normal mode. You can control MIDI in/fouput from your sequencer application. In addition, the
Power LED will be turned to red color. If you push the button again, you can go to the Thru
mode. If you want go back to the normal mode, always push to pull out the button.

Thru mode 1: Input and Output ports will be matched by 1:1. For example, MIDI data from
Input 2 directly goes to Output 2. All LED display will be turned on. After 2~3 seconds, LED
will be turned off again. Power LED will become green color.

Thru mode 2: The MIDI data from Input 8 goes to Output 1~8. LED Display Input 8 and Output
1~8 would be turned on. After 2~3 seconds, Output 1~8 will turned off (Input 8 remains to be
turned on). Output LED will be lit by signal. Power LED will become green color.

Thru mode 3: The MIDI data from Input 1 goes to Output 1~8. LED Display Input 1 and Output
1~8 would be turned on. After 2~3 seconds, Output 1~8 will be turned off (Input 1 remains to
be turned on). Output LED will be light by signal. In addition, Power LED will become green
color.

* The three Thru modes are changed in sequence whenever the button is pushed.
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Function LED signal display

Normal  Basic MIDI interface

Thrul I/0O port matching (1:1) All LED display will be turned on
@ O 0 00 ® @ @  After 2~-3 seconds, LED will be turn off again
60606060000 Flickering according to the signal

Thru 2 In 8 -> All MIDI Outputs In 8, Out 1~8 display will be turned on

OO0 0000 @ After 2-3 seconds, Out 1~8 LED will be turn off
0000000 again (In 8 will be remains to be turned on)

Flickering according to the signal

Thru 3 In 1 -> All MIDI Outputs In 1, Out 1~8 display will be turned on
@0 000000 After 2~3 seconds, Out 1~8 LED will be turn off
Q@ OO0 O O® ® ® ® again (In 1 will be remains to be turned on)

Flickering according to the signal

Caution: The Thru Mode works whether your computer is turned on or off.
3. MIDI IN LED display indicator
4. MIDI OUT LED display indicator
5. MIDIIN1,2,3,4,5,6,7, 8 ports

6. MIDIOUT 1, 2,3,4,5,6, 7, 8 ports (Output 8 is located both on front and rear side)

7. USB connector
8. External power supply connector

When your computer does not supply enough power via USB or if you want to use M8U as
stand-alone device, you need to use an optional external power supply adapter (DC 9 ~ 15 V,
300mA) which is not included and connect it here.
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3. System Requirements
PC

. Windows XP, 2000 and ME,Windows XP operating system recommended

. Intel Pentium 111 CPU or equivalent AMD or compatible CPU

.- motherboard with Intel or VIA chipset or compatible

. one available USB port

. UDMAG66/100 7200rpm hard disk drive

. more than 256MB of RAM

. note that the system requirements depend more on your choice of audio software

Mac

. Mac OS X v10.2 or later only

. Macintosh with G3 or better processor (except the original PowerBook G3)

. one available USB port

. more than 256MB of RAM

. note that the system requirements depend more on your choice of audio software

* Caution

1. We don’t recommend using many USB devices with the M8U via USB hub at the same
time. It may cause Input data lose sometimes.

2. Some old mainboard that using OHCI (open host controller interface) may cause problem.

3. Check our web site http://www.esi-pro.com occasionally for the most recent update
information or technical issues.
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4. Installation

If you use a Macintosh with Mac OS X or a PC with Windows XP, you can install the hardware
before you install or setup any drivers or applications. If you use a PC with Windows 2000 or ME,
you need to install the driver first (see below) and the the hardware.

Hardware Installation

Before you begin, make sure you have read your computer’s manual on installing USB devices.
Your computer’s manual should describe the precautions you should take.

Shutting down computer wouldn’t need for installing an USB device to the computer. However, we
will take it from the start to make sure you can follow every detail of installation.

1. Find the USB port on your computer. The USB port looks like shown below. You can usually
find it close to the PS/2 or serial ports on the back of a desktop computer system.

USB port on computer

2. Plug in the appropriate plug of the USB cable (so-called Series A plug) to the USB port of
computer. You will notice that USB ports on computer and M8U are different.

& CEn

Series A plug

3. Connect the other end of the USB cable (the Series B plug) to the USB port of M8U.

o~

<l
&

Series B plug

Turn on the computer. You will see that the LED displays of M8U are lit. M8U gets power from the
computer via USB cable so you don’t need to attach any external power supply normally.

® Series A Plug is used for those devices on which the external cable is permanently attached like
Mouse, Keyboard and USB hubs, etc.

o Series B Plug is for devices that require detachable external cables and so is used for devices
like Printers, Scanners, Modems, Stand alone Hubs.

Driver Installation under Windows XP

After the hardware installation has been done properly, your PC with Windows XP or newer
versions of Windows will automatically detect the M8U and install a default driver. You don’t need
to install an additional driver for basic operation.

6
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To check if the driver has been installed properly, go to Device Manager and check ‘USB Audio
Device’ under Sound, video and game controllers. Double click this device and check ‘ESI-M8U’
under USB audio device properties.

L Device Manager |:J|E|r5__<l

File Action Wiew Help

B ES B A <EE

[=]-- 2, WPEMNG
# i Computer
[+ =g Disk drives
= § Display adapters
ok DVDPCD-ROM drives
b+ =) Floppy disk controllers
=+
*
*
*

|

] _ﬁ Floppy disk drives
| =2 IDE ATAIATAPT controllers
|2 Kevboards
|1y Mice and other pointing devices
=+ B Moritors
[+ B8 Mebwork adapters
# 5 Ports (COM & LPT)
[+ ﬂ Processors
=), Sound, video and game controllers
@, sudio Codecs
. Legacy sudio Drivers
L] Legacy Video Capture Devices
@), Media Control Devices
LB 15E Audio Device
), video Codecs v

USB Compaosite Device Properties

General | Diriver |

E%  USB Composite Device

Device type: Urniverzal Senal Buz controllers

Manufacturer; [Standard USE Host Contraller)

Location: Location D@
Device status

| This device is working properly.

|IF you are having problemns with this device, click Troubleshoot to
| start the troubleshooter.

Device uzage:

|_ Troubleshoat... .|

i Uze this device [enable) X I

’_ 0K ] [ Cancel
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Driver Installation under Mac OS X

In Mac OS X 10.2 (Jaguar) or later, you can check if your M8U is recognized properly by using
Audio MIDI Setup application in Applications/Utilities folder. Launch the Audio MIDI Setup
application and click the MIDI Devices tab on the Audio MIDI Setup window. If the M8U is
recognized properly, the ESI-M8U icon will be appeared on the window.

E’ Audio MIDI Setup MIDI Devices Windon

rﬂ © 6 Audio M

[ Audio Devices

F I
- G o Default 5 ] T
Wiew lcon Size Configuration Add De

f B

ESI-MEU

1 2 3 4 5 B 7 &
YA YA YA |[VA]|YA] YA YA VA

Exclusive driver Installation under Windows ME, 2000 or XP

If you use Windows 2000 or Windows ME or if you use Windows XP and need best possible
performance, you can install the exclusive ESI driver for M8U on your system.

1. Windows XP (or newer)

Under Windows XP or newer, just plug the USB device and insert the ESI installation CD into your
CD-ROM drive. Then go to ESI folder -> M8U folder and run M8U.exe.

2. Windows 2000/ME

Don't plug the USB device before you install the driver, otherwise your system might crash / reboot.
Insert the ESI installation CD into your CD-ROM drive. Then go to ESI folder -> M8U folder and
run M8U.exe.
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Driver Installation
Please follow the instructions on screen:

InstallShield Wizard 1 ﬂ

Welcome to the InstallShield Wizard

The InstallShield® YWizard wall install MBU on wour
computer. To continue, chick Mext,

InstallShield Wizard 5'

Choose Destination Location
Select folder where Setup will install files.

Setup will install MBU in the following folder.

To install to this folder, click Next. To install to a different folder, click Browse and select
another folder.

Destination Folder
’7 D:\Program Files\ESI\MSU

< Back
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InstallShield Wizard | x|

License Agreement
Please read the following license agreement carefully.

Press the PAGE DOWN key to see the rest of the agreement.

LICENSE: ﬂ
Use the program on a single machine and copy the program into any

machine-readable or printed form for backup or support of your use of

the program on the single machine.

Transfer the program and license to another party if the ather party

agrees to accept the terms and conditions of this Agreement. 1f you

transter the program, you must at the same time either transfer all

copies, whether in machine readable or printed form, to the same party _,_'

Do you accept all the terms of the preceding License Agreement? [f you choose No, the
setup will close. To install MBU, you must accept this agreement.

< Back | Yes | No |

With Windows 2000 and XP installations, a message might appear stating “The software has not
passed Windows Logo testing to verify its compatibility with Windows XP.” Though the message
appeared, the driver is completely tested and verified by ESI and is safe to use. You can ignore the
message and just click “Yes’.

x

S
'\1) The driver was successfully installed, Plug your USE MIDI device now.

After finishing the driver installation, plug the USB device to your computer.

Found New Hardware Wizard

Completing the Found New Hardware Wizard

\E MU byESI

Windows has finished installing the software for this device.

The hardware you installed will not work until you restart
your computer.

To cloge this wizard, click Finish.

Bach
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ESI

In the case of Windows 2000, you may see the following message again. Simply ignore the message

and just click “Yes’.

Digital Signature Not Found ﬂ

The Microsoft digital signature affirms that software has
been tested with Windows and that the software has not
been altered since it was tested.

The software pou are about to install does not contain a
Microsoft digital signature. Therefore, there is no
guarantee that this software works correctly with
Windows.

Mal by ESI

If you want to search for Microsoft digitally signed
software, visit the Windows Update Web site at
http:/ Awindowsupdate. microsoft.com to see if one is
available.

Do you want to continue the installation?

HNo l More Info ]
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5. Application Setup

This chapter contains the basic setup for some software applications. For more detailed info, please
refer to the manual of the software.

PC

Depending on the installed driver (either the exclusice ESI driver for Windows ME, 2000, XP or the
default driver under Windows XP), the device names are either called ‘M8U’ or ‘USB Audio
Device’.

Cubase SX

In Cubase, set input and output as USB Audio Device or M8U, depending on the driver you are
using. Check the picture below.

€ Cubase 5X Project - beat_it

0= =l e (Do)
I

(2 ;,.2 (%X ]|[s | MIDI
—ﬂlj [® |-«
S0P Muts 3F mii
= [® |[]
= ;»-2 EH B Ml
—ﬂlj [® |-«

a{ﬁ =PI

E’E"q E4 = miDi
[ela] NI _Iima (]
—— MIDI
e g™
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Giga Studio

After launching GigaStudio, set input and output as USB Audio Device or M8U. Check the
following picture.

e Untitled - GigaStudio

P . ;
i Fart 2 WEL2020 - GSIF 1 A
T Port 3

s Port 4 il EE

2

USE Audio Device [3]

BERCRERER| 5 General ), Sampler \Hardware/Routing 2 QuickSound

Reason

Go to Edit -> Preference -> MIDI and select USB Audio Device or M8U.

Reason |X|
Page: |MIDI ;I ﬂ
— Sequencer

Fart: IJSE Audio Device ;I v 4

- : Ha MIDI Input

Fahlich YSL2020 Midi

USE Audio Device
— External Contral —{USE Audio Device [2]
) 5B Audio Device [3]
Bus A USE Audia Device [4]
BusB: USE Audio Device [5]
ek USE Awudia Device [8]
) USE Audio Device [7]

Bus C: USE Audio Device [5]

Buz D Mo MIDI [nput LI
~ Mizcellaneous

Fiemnate Control: IND MIDI [rput j

MIDI Clock Mo MIDI Input d

I Disable MIDI Pricrity Boost
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Sonar

After launching Sonar, Go to Option -> MIDI devices setting and select USB Audio Device or
M8U.

X

MID] Devices

Click on devices to zelect or degelect MID| inputs and outputz.
Inptz:
USLEEIEEIM i

Cancel

£l

Help

MemeSys MidiOut Port 1
MermeSys Mididut: Part 2 b

v wiarn about no MIDI devices. i  MoveSelected Devices o Top

Mac

As long as the M8U is recognized by Mac OS X with no problem, all the applications that support
CoreMIDI should work fine with the M8U. Here are some examples of how to change application
settings for using the M8U.

Cubase SX

In Cubase, expand the MIDI section in the Inspector by clicking its tab.

ﬁ Cubase SX File Edit Project Audio MIDI

mID 01

In this section, you can choose a port (or all ports) for MIDI input.

14



M8U ESI

a'g Cubase 5X File Edit Project A

6006 |
' WEE :I'EII.Jl:h Fader v E |>

i MIDI 01 _' oz

el -
mn Cmm

1on

Not Connected

Port 1
Port 2
Port 3
Port 4
Port 5
Port 6 e
Port 7 & [ x| s | EEEE
Port & - _DEI
Ed Bl 0l 10
v All MIDI Inputs =@ -]
| x|l 5 | [TIERY

In addition, you can choose a port for MIDI output.

r

ﬂ'g Cubase 5X File Edit Project

¥ ﬁ[ﬁﬁ@ & Touch Fader -

' MIDI 01 2| @ XE=0EE
LS _ e

X[E1RIu] [
e !Ii!liﬂ

|
o 0.00

in: Al MIDI Inputs

Not Connected

Port 1
Port 2
Port 3
v Port 4
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Nuendo

In Nuendo, you can choose a port for a MIDI track in the Track List area.

G_i Nuendo File Edit Project Audic

@ 0
S EEREDNERE

r

G' Nuendo File Edit Pro
800

ABEEDREBE

Mo Object Selected

44100

I Not Connected I

Port 2
Port 3
Port 4
Port 5
Port &
Port 7

. Port 8 -
:_E
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Logic

In Logic, you can choose a port for a MIDI track in the instrument parameter box in Arrange
Window.

r

g’ Logic Platinum File Edit

Audio 1
Audio 2
Audio 3
Audio 4
fiudio 5
Audio &6
Audio 7

MIDI THRU

o oray =

s

n

Port 1 (ESI-MBL) -,
Port 2 (ESI-MBL)
Port 3 (ESI-MBL)
Port 4 (ESI-MELN
Port 5 (ESI-MBL)
Port & (ESI-MBL)
Port 7 (ESI-MEL)
Port 8 (ESI-MBL)

Reason

In Reason, open the Preferences window and you can choose a port for MIDI input in the MIDI
Page.

r

g’ Reason File Edit Create Options Windows Cor

OO0 Document 1

Page: | MIDI

Sequencer
To record into the Reason sequencer, specify your master
keyboard's MIDI input and ! No MIDI Input
8 Port: v ESI-M8U Port 1
. ESI-M8U Port 2
ESI-MBU Port 3
ESI-M8U Port 4

Channel:

ESI-MBU Port 5
ESI-M8U Port 6
ESI-M8U Port 7

ESI-M8U Port 8
e
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